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"F.R.A.N.C.E 's  6 Commandments" ~ by: Randy Kent (Guebwiller, France)
· Friendly:  When invited to a house, always have a small gift to offer the host!  
· Respect:  Shake every hand and acknowledge every person whether coming or going.          (For the French, it is the most basic social rule there is!  If you're doing something else, stop it momentarily.) 
· Anticipate food that you might not like.   Try it anyway!  
· Never, ever use the word, "missionary!"           (Three reasons why…)
· 1/ in France, everyone is automatically denied resident cards by the French government if that word appears anywhere in a document or is associated with someone working in France;  
· 2/ "missionaries" in the French mind are associated with religious sects and cults;   
· 3/  in their minds, France is already a "Christian" (Catholic) nation!  Missionaries are sent to pagan nations like Africa!   So, we say that "Crossover" is a Christian volunteer association or organization here to help, and not a "mission" or "ministry!")  
· Correct politically:  Avoid talking politics and emphasizing the word,  "Christian."           (It's a politically-charged word that means you're not Muslim and probably an American.   Rather, say that you are a "protestant."  Then, ask frequent questions about their family, their culture and history, and their personal lives. Later, they'll get around to asking you about your life.  It's at that point you can talk about Jesus Christ in your life!  Also, ask them to teach you French words and pronunciation.   That builds bridges and shows you're interested.)   
· Exit: In a social setting, always announce your intention to leave before your actual departure.       (Leaving quickly and unannounced is rude.  Refer to your departure several times, about 30 minutes in advance.   And, be apologetic in saying it!   "I'm so sorry I must leave soon."   "I'm so sorry that I must leave now."  Then, shake all hands to say good-bye! )
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